Papillomaviruses: the current status in relation to oral disease.
Human papillomaviruses of different types are associated with a variety of benign oral lesions and may be associated with some premalignant and malignant oral lesions. However, since it is now clear that a variant of human papillomavirus 16 is harbored by normal oral mucosa, as well as by premalignant and malignant lesions, such associations may not necessarily always be causal. The rapid progress of recent research in this field is reviewed, with particular reference to oral disease, and the current status is discussed.